
1 

Issue 4 Spring 2019  Volume 70  

Keystone 
Kapers 

Pennsylvania State Society Children of the American Revolution 

C. 

A. 

R. 

http://www.pennsylvaniacar.org/
http://www.pennsylvaniacar.org/
http://www.pennsylvaniacar.org/


2 

         State President                                 Senior State President 

       Everitt Meer                       Brandie Klee 
    

        State Kapers Editors                           Senior State Kapers Editor 

        Gaby Aragon and Michael Mariano         Cynthia Pritchard 
  

Send all submission to the Keystone Kapers to : pacarkapers@gmail.com 
 

Electronic subscription free send your email address to:  pacarkapers@gmail.com 
 

A donation of $15.00/ year would be greatly appreciated 

Make Check Payable to: PA C.A.R.  and mail to: 

Senior State Treasurer, Beth Swartz 

278 West Main Street, Andover Ohio 44003 

Deadlines (note changes) 
Issue 1—May 15* Issue 2—August  15* Issue 3—November 15 * Issue 4—January 15 

Keystone Kapers 

Pennsylvania State Society, Children of the American Revolution 

State President Message Page  3 

Senior State President Message Page 4 

Membership Page 5 

State Project  Information Page 6 

National Project Information Page 7 

2019-2020 Slate of Candidates Page 8 

Invitation to DAR Page 8 

State Magazine and Newsletter Page 9 

Save the Date Workshop Page 9 

Societies Treasure Hunt Page 10-13 

Tombola and Silent Auction Page 14 

Learn About CAR  Page  15 

In this Issue 

On the Cover:    Societies in the State Map from website 



3 

CAPTAIN MEER’S MESSAGE 
Hello PA C.A.R.! 
 

I hope everyone is very excited for our upcoming 

State Conference this March. It makes me so 

proud to know how hard everyone has been 

working and I wanted to say I am very grateful. 

As the State President it isn’t just my actions that 

make the state society fantastic, it's all the efforts 

that each individual member achieves which 

adds up to our combined success. I want to thank 

PA C.A.R. for creating a lasting impact on          

veterans, our communities, and Pennsylvania. 
 

Although we have so little time, there is still so 

much to do. Spread the word about this event 

and invite friends, members, and family to 

attend. I am very excited to hear everyone’s        

reports and hear the winners of all the contests. 

Remember there is still time to enter! I am           

especially looking forward to naming the most 

outstanding member and the most outstanding 

society. 
 

 

Do not forget that we are having a collection for 

veterans at the State Conference.  Another way 

we are helping support veterans is by bringing 

pairs of athletic socks to donate to the local       

veterans 

hospital. 

After the conference I will drop off the socks we 

have collected in person to the hospital. Let's 

make sure our veterans are warm! 
 

I hope to see lots of you on March 22-23 during the 

conference. Again I am so proud of how far we 

have come. Continue to Treasure Our Veterans! 

 

Everitt Meer 
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KLEE’S TREASURES 

Ahoy PA C.A.R. 

Our pirate adventure is coming to an end and it is time to look towards our spring celebrations.  So 

get ready to “Treasure Our Veteran’s” one more time before the year ends. 

I hope everyone enjoyed celebrating our veteran’s through the Veteran’s Breakfasts PA C.A.R. was 

able to host and attend.  I hope that all our societies spent the year learning about our state and na-

tional projects and made sure to submit all their volunteer hours on the national website.  So many 

wonderful things have been accomplished by our societies this year.  We had a brand new society ap-

proved this year.  Many of our societies had joint meetings and luncheons with other C.A.R. societies 

as well as many DAR Chapters.  I hope all the societies are ready to submit their contest entries this 

year and show everyone all they have accomplished this year.  Please remember to submit your regis-

tration for State Conference so we can help our societies celebrate their achievements.   

Everitt and I are looking forward to seeing all of you at our 75th State Conference will be held on 

March 22rd-24th in Valley Forge, PA.   The conference will be hosted by the John Morton and Towa-

mencian Societies.  More information on the conference is included in this edition of the Kapers.   

I would like to extend an invitation to all of our PA C.A.R. members to attend PSSDAR State Confer-

ence on April 26th in King of Prussia, PA to help bring greeting during their opening session. I would 

like to see as many members that can attend to come 

and help me and the current State President lead the 

C.A.R. Creed as well as get to introduce themselves. 

Don’t forget that our National Convention is coming up 

April 12th through the 14th.  Please check the National 

web site at www.nscar.org for more information and 

registration for this wonderful event. 

I want to thank all our members and seniors for making 

this a great year for Everitt and myself.  It has been a 

true pleasure serving this great state and all the societies 

that are in it.  We have truly “Treasured Our Veteran’s “ 

this year as well as all our members. 

“Treasure Our Veteran’s”  

Brandie Klee 

Senior State President 

http://www.nscar.org/
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Attending State, Regional, and National Meetings 
 

Do you enjoy your local society meetings? Have you ever 

attended a state meeting? I’m here to tell you that they are 

even more fun! 
 

If you have attended these meetings, please help encourage 

other members to come to our PA C.A.R. state yearly 

events, like State Conference or Summer Workshop, by 

telling them about the activities we have there.  There are 

often pool parties, banquets, dances, and maybe even a 

movie, as part of the schedule. 
 

National Convention brings members from all over the 

country. Last year, I even met members from France! This 

is a great opportunity to hear about all the work of the 

other societies and bring ideas back to the members who 

didn’t attend. 
 

Pennsylvania is part of the Eastern Region and we often go on fun field trips, like seeing the  

monuments in Washington D.C., which was last year. Members can see cute skits and even     

participate in them. 
 

Make sure you encourage your members and prospective members to go, as there are many     

exciting things you can do at events like State Conference. Hope to see you soon – be sure to put 

these dates on your calendar and bring a friend! 
 

March 22 – 24, 2019 – State Conference in Plymouth Meeting, PA 

April 12 – 13, 2019 – National Convention in Washington, DC 

July 23, 25, 2019 – Eastern Regional Meeting in Maryland 
 

 

Andrew Verish, State Membership Chair 

New Members 

This is me at last year’s PA C.A.R. State Conference, 

where we got to see a cool dinosaur presentation! 

Full Name Local Society Full Name Local Society 

Echlin James Ryan Elizabeth McKinney Megan Sarah Hiriak Towamencin 

Eoghan Artur Ryan Elizabeth McKinney Fiona Swann Hodgson Towamencin 

Claire Elizabeth Breme Francis Hopkinson Grant Perry Cossman Washington Crossing 

Jack Ryan Breme Francis Hopkinson Victoria Rachel Cossman Washington Crossing 

Courtney Elise Fritsch John Morton Celeste Constance Earle Washington Crossing 

Shawnessy Kye Munoz John Morton Maggie Olivia Earle Washington Crossing 

Brandon Michael Hiriak Towamencin     
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PA C. A. R. still have their ships out 

at sea continuing a great year for 

Treasure Our Veterans. The Veteran’s 

Breakfast Club is an organization that 

allows veterans to tell their stories 

and experiences while having a great 

breakfast.  

When the veterans share stories they 

feel welcomed at ease. These break-

fasts help the veterans to heal and 

have a few laughs in the process. If 

you would like to know how to hold 

a breakfast, contact Mrs. Klee for 

help.  

Emerson Sites-Byers 

1st Vice President 
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As the year begins to close on America’s     

Lasting Legacy I am hoping all our             

Pennsylvania members were able to submit 

their volunteer hours.  

 

I know I enjoyed volunteering to serve   

dinners during the week to people in need. 

Please if you have not submitted these 

hours there is still a little time left.   

 

I also hope everyone will be able to make it 

to national convention this year.  It will be 

a great way to wrap up the America’s   

Lasting Legacy year and celebrate every-

thing our national president David        

Graham and our national society has been 

able to accomplish.   

 

Don’t forget to submit your contest entries for the 2nd VP contest by February 

28th!  I can’t wait to see what all the societies have been doing.    

 

Aiden M Klee  

2nd Vice President 
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Pennsylvania Daughters of the American Revolution  

State Regent Cyndy Sweeney  

invites the members of  

Pennsylvania Children of the American Revolution  

To read the C.A.R. Creed at Opening Night  

at PSSDAR State Conference 

On the evening of Friday April 26, 2019  

At the Double Tree by Hilton Valley Forge  

301 W. Dekalb Pike, King of Prussia, PA  

Email Senior State President, Brandie Klee  

beklee01@gmail.com by April 19, 2019 

Pennsylvania State Society Children of the American Revolution  

Slate of  Officer Candidates 2019-2020 
 

 
President: Emerson Sites-Byers 

1st Vice President: Aiden Klee 

2nd Vice President: Devon Heffner 

Chaplain: Cameron Bucher 

Recording Secretary: William Gresh 

Organizing Secretary: Gabriella Aragon and Morgan Shadle 

Corresponding Secretary: Holly Marx 

Treasurer: Abigail Ciarrocchi and Andrew Verish 

Registrar: Kathryn Moran 

Historian: Ethan Klee 

Librarian: Meredith Ciarrocchi 

Curator: Ian LaBadie 
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Martin Luther King Day 

 

Make it a DAY ON, not a Day OFF! There are so many different ways to participate in 

the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service. You can join a project already planned 

around your community or you can come up with your own idea! In 1983, Legislation 

marked the birthday of Reverent D. Martin Luther King Jr. as a federal holiday. In 1994, 

Congress designated the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday as a national day of 

service and charged the CNCS (Corporation for National and Community Service) with 

leading this effort. Every year, on the 3rd Monday of January, the MLK Day of Service is 

observed as “a day on, not a day off.” The following are five ways you can donate your 

time: 

 

1. Collect cans for a local food bank to help the hungry 

2. Run a car wash to raise money for the homeless 

3. Clear leaves from the yards of your elderly neighbors 

4. Send care packages to soldiers abroad 

5. Serve meals at local homeless shelters 

 

Gaby Aragon, PA C.A.R. Magazine and Newsletter Chair 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Workshop   

August  2-3, 2019 

Penn Wells Lodge 

Wellsboro, PA 
 
Home of the Pennsylvania  

Grand Canyon 
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Francis Hopkinson 
Every day for six years I passed a marker at my elementary school bearing names of those who 

fought in World War I from Buckingham, Pennsylvania. I was always interested in the names on it. 

Three out of 62 names had a star the next to them, which meant they died in war. 

One of the names was Harold H. Kirk, and I decided to learn more about him, by researching his 

life using the internet and traveling to local sites where he would have been. Harold H. Kirk was 

born in Buckingham, Pennsylvania, on July 23, 1895. He lived a normal life as a farm boy, with an 

older brother and a younger sister. He went to the University of Pennsylvania, earned a Bachelor of 

Arts degree, and graduated in 1917. Not much later, he enlisted in the Army, on June 23rd. He was 

5’ 3”, had blue eyes, brown hair, and weighed 135 pounds. 

After he enlisted, he trained at Camp Meade in Maryland in the 304th Engineer Regiment. He was 

part of the Headquarters Unit because he could speak French. A year later, after being shipped 

overseas, his regiment had a battle called the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. After seeing the movie, Sgt. 

Stubby: An American Hero, I can imagine what the battle might have been like and how difficult it 

would be to be there in the trenches with the guns and mustard gas. 

Following the battle, they marched for more than seven hours to go to another place to rest. After 

that march, Harold died on October 18, 1918 of exhaustion and influenza, and was buried in France, 

far away from home. Less than a month after his death, the war ended, on November 11, 1918. 

I felt sorry for him and for his family, while I was learning about him, because he almost made it 

through the war. Although this is sad, he and the other soldiers are important, as they made a huge 

sacrifice so we could have better lives and live in peace. I will think about Corporal Harold H. Kirk 

each time I ride past the marker, so his life will be remembered.  

 Andrew Verish  
 

 

                        
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Historic Trinity Church in  

Buckingham where Harold Kirk was 

baptized 

Harold H. Kirk serving with the 304th Engineer Regi-

ment during WWI (Official History of the 304th Engi-

neer Regiment, 79th Division, during WWI, http://

www.314th.org/books/304th-engineers.html) 

 

WWI Memorial located 

near Buckingham  

Elementary School 

http://www.314th.org/books/304th-engineers.html
http://www.314th.org/books/304th-engineers.html
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The American’s Creed was written by William Tyler Page in 1917 in response to a 

nationwide contest – there were over 3,000 entries. Mr. Page said “It was a summary in one 

hundred words, of the basic principles of American political faith. It is not an expression of 

individual opinion upon the obligations and duties of American citizen ship or with respect to its 

rights and privileges. It is a summary of the fundamental principles of American political faith 

as set forth in its greatest documents, its worthiest traditions and by its greatest leaders.” 

It was accepted by the United State House of Representatives on April 3, 1918. During this time 

period the First World War was going on in Europe and the United States had just entered the 

war in 1917. The war made us think of all the rights we enjoy here and those that Europeans 

were fighting for. 

 

Natural human equality is the first part of the American creed. They may not be ruled 

without their consent. The first object of the government is the protection of ways of acquiring 

property because people end up in different stations in life. 

 

The second part of the creed is that humans are “endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable rights.” We are all entitled to “Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”. 

Last, if a government fails to do its job, “it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish 

it and to form a new Government with principles that provide safety and happiness.” 

All citizens deserve an equal chance of success - everybody should have the same 

chance to apply to college or to get the same job or acquire their own assets and property. 

The government’s actions will reflect the will of the people – heard through representatives 

and people should have an equal opportunity to influence the government through voting and 

writing and expect equal treatment under the law. We have freedom from the government and 

because we are born with natural rights they cannot be taken away by the government 

People are guaranteed the right to express any religion they wish. 

 

 

Since the C.A.R.: 

“Trains good citizens by participation on the local, state, regional and national levels” 

“Teaches effective meeting conduct and parliamentary procedure” 

“Offers opportunities to learn about history while creating history” 

“Builds confidence in meeting people, public speaking, leadership. Etiquette” 

and “teaches the responsibility and privilege of selecting offers to help members gain an 

understanding of the democratic process – C.A.R. Societies are teaching their members about 

the American’s Creed and how to act under the guidance of the American’s Creed. 

 

Kathryn Moran, Age 13 
 
https://www.realclearhistory.com/articles/2013/02/25/the_meaning_of_our_american_creed_63.html 

https://www.heritage.org/political-process/commentary/the-declaration-independence-and-the-american-creed 

Towamencin 



12 

Towamencin 

John Morton Society 

 

American Indian Champagne High Tea 
 

On 11.18.18, Pennsylvania State Society Daughters of the American Revolution's American In-

dian Committee celebrated National American Indian Heritage Month. The annual event was 

held in Blue Bell, PA. Many Daughters and guests from Pennsylvania attended. Holly Marx, 

President, and Emilee Gelles, Curator, of the Towamencin Society, C.A.R. attended and for the 

third year in a row helped with the festivities. This year we helped with the 50/50 opportuni-

ties. One of the highlights of the day was the entertainment by "Spirit Wing," a Native Ameri-

can duo.  

 

They spoke of many Native American customs, played traditional instruments, sang and 

danced. I especially liked the dancing, they showed us an American Indian dance and then we 

had so much fun dancing with them. Another highlight was the "Honor Blanket Ceremony," 

which is an American Indian custom to show high regard for someone. One of the recipients 

was Cyndy Sweeney, Pennsylvania Daughters of the American Revolution's State Regent. The 

event raised money for Chemawa Indian School, Bacone College and Indian Youth of America 

Camp scholarships. 

 

Emilee Gelles 8  
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Towamencin 

John Morton Society 

 A Pennsylvania Dutch Christmas 
 

The Troxell-Steckel House is a historic home located in Egypt, Whitehall Township, Lehigh 

County, PA.  It was built in 1756, and is a 2 ½ story, fieldstone dwelling built in the Pennsylva-

nia-German style.  The property also has a contributing stone spring house and late 19th centu-

ry barn.  The house and property were given to the Lehigh County Historical Society in 1942, 

and is now open to the public as a museum.   

 

The Liberty Bell Society C.A.R. invited the Towamencin Society C.A.R. to join them on a tour 

of this historical site for a Pennsylvania Dutch Christmas that depicted life on the farm in Colo-

nial times.  After signing in and admiring the antique snow sleds housed in the barn, members 

Holly and Abby learned how to play Colonial era toys and about the various foods that were 

prepared from baking cookies to stuffing sausages.  Our members also learned about Belsnick-

el, the Pennsylvania German Santa Claus, who gave them each a wooden nickel.  Holly and 

Abby also listened to folk stories about the Christmas Rose and learned how to decorate the 

Christmas tree with cookies and apples. 

 

Abby DiJoseph 
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Tombola & Silent Auction 

 

Remember to bring your Tombola Items to support the NSC.A.R. Li-
brary and your Silent Auction Baskets to support the NSC.A.R Mu-

seum to State Conference! 

Ideas: Treasure Your Veterans, America’s Lasting Legacy, Patriotic, 
Educational and Child Friendly items. 

  
Librarian: Katherine Moran 

Curator: Ethan Klee 
  

Tombola & Silent Auction 
Remember to bring your Tombola Items to support the 

NSC.A.R. Library and your Silent Auction Baskets to support the 

NSC.A.R Museum to State Conference! 

Ideas: Treasure Your Veterans, America’s Lasting Legacy,  

Patriotic, Educational and Child Friendly items.  
 

Librarian: Katherine Moran 

Curator: Ethan Klee 
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Red Apple Pin—$ 1000.00 
Benefactors of the NS C.A.R. Museum. 

Red Apple Slice —$ 50.00 
Support The Children's Room &  
N.S.C.A.R. Museum.  

To purchase one of the items below contact your Local Senior Society President or you can purchase directly from    
National Headquarters. Make checks payable to the Senior National Treasurer N.S.C.A.R., send to N.S.C.A.R. National 
Headquarters, Room 224 1776 D Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20006-3162 

Magazine Fund Pin—$100.00  
Helps defray the costs of publication of 
the C.A.R. Magazine. 

Library Fund Pin—$ 100.00 
Supports the  N.S.C.A.R. Library 
Fund.  

Voyager Fund Pin—$ 50.00 
Supports the fund that assists with 
travel expenses for National  
Officers/Chairmen and State 
Presidents. 

PA C.A.R Endowment Fund Pin  $ 50.00 
Contact the Senior State Endowment fund Chairman 

Endowment Fund Pin—$ 100.00  
Supports the Endowment Fund to insure 
the perpetuation of the ideals on 
N.S.C.A.R. 

Mountain Schools Fund Pin-$25.00 
Supports the fund used for supporting 
the general operations and emergencies 
of the Mountain Schools. 

PA C.A.R  30th Anniversary  
Endowment Fund Pin  $ 25.00 

Contact the Senior State Endowment fund Chairman 

Niebell Fund Pin-$50.00 
Support ongoing operations at 
National Headquarters through 
the Niebell Endowment Fund  

http://www.nscar.org
http://www.pennsylvaniacar.org/


16 

Kapers Editor 

2401 Pennsylvania Ave, #1202 

Wilmington, DE 19806 


